
November 20, 2018 

Parents,  
 

Winter athletics/activities are underway!  What an exciting fall we have had at Mill Valley High 

School.  As we approach a break for time with family and friends, on behalf of Mill Valley High 

School, I would like to wish all of you health and happiness.  We are certainly thankful to work 

with you and your students!   Personally, I am thankful for the opportunity to work with so 

many fine students, parents, teachers and additional staff members. 

As the winter weather approaches, please remind students to wake/leave earlier to 

accommodate windshield scraping etc.  Students are expected to arrive on time to school.  

However, we also want them to be safe.  If it snows, there may be less parking spaces available 

in the parking lots.  Students may consider carpooling when snow has to be stacked in the lot.  

Your student’s academic success is very important to us; please remember that if your student 

is experiencing academic difficulty, the first step is to have a meeting with the teacher and/or a 

counselor to develop a specific plan to help your student become academically successful.  This 

communication is the cornerstone of a successful experience.  Our teachers are ready, willing 

and able to assist you and your student.    In the past, I have received hundreds of requests to 

change class schedules during challenging times.  However, it is simply not possible to approve 

most/if any requests.  While I would love to accommodate all wishes, I also have to consider 

the academic performance of the building as a whole.  Any requests to change class schedules 

will be handled on a case by case basis and I would expect to make changes in emergency 

situations only and only after a plan has been developed and implemented.  

Students may request a change to their 2nd semester schedule beginning December 4th through 

December 7th before school each of those days.  The Schedule Change Request Form will be 

available in the Counseling Office by 2:00 PM on December 3rd  or you may also access it from 

the Counselors’ Webpage.   The list of open classes will also be posted outside the Counseling 

Office by this time.  Below are the Schedule Change Guidelines: 

 Schedule Changes will only be made for the following reasons: 
   A.  The student needs to enroll in a required class. 
   B.  The student is enrolled in a class for which he/she has already received credit. 
   C.  The student has not met the prerequisites for the class. 
   D.  The student has an incomplete schedule 
   E.  A teacher recommends the student advance to a higher level course or that the  
moves out of the course due to the failure of 1st semester. 
 



If you COMMIT to the course (by enrolling and parents signing off) and you are CAPABLE 

(teacher gives consent), then you are expected to COMPLETE the course.  

Graduation information has been texted, emailed, mailed, posted and tweeted.  There are links 

on our website that provide all of the necessary information.  In addition, when updates are 

made we will continue with these types of communication.  Soon, I will be sending out the 

number of tickets issued to each student if we have to be inside due to poor weather. 

Early Release for MVHS Students 
  
Another area providing a positive impact in MVHS is our early release program.  This program 
has helped MVHS improve attendance and tardies tremendously.  Its purpose is to reward 
students for meeting behavior and attendance expectations.  If a student does not meet the 
requirements on one of the dates, they will have other opportunities throughout the year.  We 
kindly ask parents to not call students out if the expectations are not met.  Documentation will 
be expected for appointments the following Monday. 
Thank you again for making MVHS a great place. 
  
 Visitor/Event Parking 

On our main page, you will find links for visitor parking and event parking (including handicap 
parking under “About MVHS”).  These maps should be very helpful for you.  To clarify, we are 
asking all visitors to park in what is considered the back (west) of the building (see map).  This 
will minimize the need for guests to walk across the main hall to check in and maximize safety.    

Morning/Afternoon Parking Lot 

For the sake of safety, please revisit policies with regard to parking lot procedures at MVHS and 
MTMS.  We ask drivers to be safe and walkers/bike riders to do the same.  Consider carpooling 
if possible.   While in the parking lot, avoid the use of cell phones or other electronic devices 
while picking up students.  We appreciate your cooperation to avoid distractions which could 
affect the safety of students, staff, visitors, and others driving on school premises.   We have to 
work together to prevent accidents.   

Tardies 

When making decisions about student tardies at the beginning of the day, we try to use 
common sense.  While this is certainly an area that needs to improve, we will continue this 
practice.   We ask that students leave the house earlier on days when traffic may be an issue 
and we do not want them to rush (this includes rainy/wets roads).  Rest assured we want 
students to be safe.  Although MVHS will try to be flexible, please do not assume we will excuse 
all tardies due to weather or traffic.  Schools have the responsibility of determining whether or 
not a tardy/absence is excused or unexcused.  The expectation from the school is that 
students arrive on time.   



Have a great week and I wish the best of luck to all of our winter activities and performance 

groups.   

Thank you for your support.     


